DAN HARKER
(801) 874-4003 • danharker16@gmail.com

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Comparative politics; authoritarianism; democratic backsliding; experimental and survey methodology; Middle East and North Africa

EDUCATION

University of California, Los Angeles
Ph.D., Political Science 							          2027 (expected)

Brigham Young University
B.A., Middle East Studies and Arabic (MESA)       						    2021
MESA Valedictorian, magna cum laude					

PUBLICATIONS

“Military Coups and Democratic Persistence: Evidence from Egypt and Tunisia.” Co-author, 
Quinn Mecham. In submission to 
“Power Brokers: Three Actors Who Shaped Post-revolutionary Egypt and Tunisia.” Sigma:
Journal of Political and International Studies 38, no. 8 (2021): 127-55.
“How do you solve a problem like MbS?” The National Interest. April 5, 2021.

CONFERENCE  PRESENTATIONS 

2021	Mary Lou Fulton Mentored Learning Conference, “Founding Elections and Democratic
	Resilience: Evidence from Egypt and Tunisia,” Brigham Young University (virtual)
Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference, “Founding Elections and
Democratic Resilience: Evidence from Egypt and Tunisia” (virtual)
2020	Middle East Studies Association Annual Conference, “Power Brokers: Three Actors Who
	Shaped Post-revolutionary Egypt and Tunisia.” (virtual)
Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference (canceled due to Covid-19)

RESEARCH  EXPERIENCE  

2021	Research Intern, American Foreign Policy Council, Washington, D.C.  
2020	Research Assistant, Quinn Mecham, BYU Department of Political Science 
	Research Assistant, David Magleby, BYU Department of Political Science 
	Research Assistant, Michael Barber, BYU Department of Political Science 
2019	Research Assistant, James Toronto, BYU Department of International and Area Studies 

TEACHING  Experience  

2022	First-Year Arabic (Course Instructor), Spring and Summer Terms 
2020	Middle East Politics (TA to Quinn Mecham), Fall Semester
2019	Introduction to Middle East Studies (TA to James Toronto), Fall Semester
Model Arab League Preparation (TA to James Toronto), Winter Semester
2018	American Government and Politics (TA to David Magleby), Winter Semester 

GRANTS,  HONORS, AND AWARDS

2021	CASA@AUC Scholarship, The American University in Cairo, Cairo, Egypt 
	Global Politics Fellow, Kennedy Center, BYU
	Boren Award, Institute of International Education (declined)
2019	Best Non-native Speaker, U.S. Arabic Debating Championship, Harvard University
	Critical Language Scholarship for Arabic, U.S. State Department, Meknes, Morocco
	Travel Grant, International Arabic Debating Championship, Doha, Qatar
	Outstanding Chair, Model Arab League Regional Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah
	Kennedy Scholar, Kennedy Center, BYU
2018	Travel Grant, BYU Study Abroad, Intensive Arabic focus, Amman, Jordan

SERVICE

2021	Campaign Social Media Director, Quinn Mecham for Orem City Council (Remote)
2020	Editor-in-Chief, Al-Buhuuth Student Journal of Middle East Studies, BYU
	Columnist and Copy Editor, Political Review, BYU
2018	Immigration Intern, International Rescue Committee

LANGUAGES

Arabic		Advanced Proficiency
Spanish	Advanced Proficiency
Persian		Elementary Proficiency
Programming	Stata, Qualtrics 
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